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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T HIS  Pamphlet Was printed iii 
London about the Time Governor 
\JounsToNE arrived there. It was much 


read and a ſecond Inpreſſion called for: 
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CONSIDERATIONS, Ge. 
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LTHOUGH immediate is neceſſary for 
the welfare and ſafety of the nation, and that 
peace cannot be had but by the acknowledgmentof the 
independency of America, in which all Europe, and 

; indeed the whole univerſe are intereſted , yet, be- 
aeuauſe a formal acknowledgment of it would be moſt hu- 
miliating to the pride of the nation, it is thought, by 
ſome, more adviſeable to make uſe of expedients, and 

to obtain the neceſſary tranquility, either | 


I. By way of truce 


Il. By ſllently and quietly withdrawing the troops 
from the continent of America, and cealihg-to _ 
act offenſively ; or TOES. 


III. By deſtroy ing every thing before the ſtruggle 
. is given up, in order to cripple the Americans 
pg W-- < ; 
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in their future operations. 


3 
: Every one of theſe ways are Inadequate to the end, 


z In the firſt place, a truce made between Great- 
q Britain and America will defeat what is, and ought 
to be, the firſt object of government; it will not only 
be an acknowledgment, pro tanto gt pro tempore, of the 
| _ _ claimed independency, but will prevent the two peo- 
| ple returning to their ancient good humour and har- 
mony, the great object of the propoſed tranquility , 
„ for ſuch truce will be, as all truces are, 2 anc 
full of ſuſpicion, | | N 


— 


2gdly, To withdraw the. troops and lea ve the Ame- 
ricans to themſelves will not have the appearance of 
the dignity, but ſullenneſs of majeſty; it will be 2 

f of the preſent inzpotency, and future intention 
of this Gate, and, confequently, will beget in the 
Americans preſent contempt, and future dread; this 
contempt, and dread, will encourage and provoke on 

* their part the proſecution of the war, which is wiſhed 
to be avoided : There is, however, reaſon ta think 
ſome ſuch meaſure is now purſuing, the troops hav- 
ing been ordered, it is ſaid, to abandon New-York, 
Whether this is done through inability ro maintain 
that poſt, or to ſuccour the capital and eſſential parts 
of the empire at this critical juncture, is not worth 
the preſent enquiry; it is probable the oſtenſible rea- 
fon will be given, that it is done for the bringing 
about a treaty, the Americans having made this ſtep 
one of the alternatives neceſſaty to be complied with 


before they would treat; to prove this, however, the 


Britiſh 


Britiſh force muſt be withdrawn from all che territa: 
ries claimed by the Americans ; if a part is left any 
where, at Rhode Iſland for inſtance, which perhaps 
is meant to be made a place for arms, the whole mea- 
ſure will be «bortive: It is worth recollecting, like- 
wiſe, that when this propoſition, of either acknow- 
ledging the independeacy or, withdrawing the troops, 
was firtt made, America food unconnected and free 
from real or implied ſtipulations with joreign pow- 
ers; the caſe is now ſo altered, that there may be 
doubts whether ſhe is able, or willing, to act in any 
thing without the conſent and concurrence of France 
but, at moſt, this alternative is only a preliminary 

a treaty, the eſſential object of which is the American 
independency. | 8 


3dly, The retiring after having done all poſſible 
miſchief is the council of folly and malice ;, it pro- 
ceeds from deſpair, and would forever ſhut the door 
of peace; it would produce an eternal abhorrences 


Should it be thought, on conſideration, that nei: 
ther of theſe expedients-are proper, for that Great- 
Britain can now do nothing but acknowledge the in- 
dependency of America, yet that this acknowledg- 
ment ought not to be made ſimply and unconditt- 
onally ; it would be well for ſuch to conſider, that 
although there was a time when this mode of traffic 
and bargaining might have been propoſed, and agreed 
to, that time is now paſt: There was a time when 
this iſland might have offered independency to Ame- 

rica 
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C 
rica as a conceſſion requiring ſome valuable return; 
at preſent, having vindicated, and poſſeſſing it in 
fact, and being guaranteed in the enjoyment thereof 
by one of the greateſt powers, whoſe influence and 


exsmple will induce others to take the ſame ſtep, A- 
merica will not confider the acknowledgment of in- 


dependence as a favour ;. The right and power which 


ſhe preſumes ſhe has to maintain herſelf in her pre- 
ſent ſituation, and the fear leſt ſuch a mode of bars 
gaining might bring doubts on her unqueſtioned 
right, and of ſetting a dangerous precedent to other 
nations for her emancipation and purchaſe of free- 


dom, will oblige her to inſiſt on this acknowledgment 


in the moſt perfect, abſolute, ſimple, and unconditi- 
onal manner, 3 


If ſuch acknowledgment is made, the object of the 

ace, which would undoubtedly follow, would be 
obtained, the good opinion of America would be ſe- 
cured, time,would be thereby given for the removal 
of the preſent ſuſpicions and abborrence, and for the 
return of the former amity and good will; it would 
give an opening to the ancient intercourſe, and a diſ- 
poſition of conducting it with candor ard liberality; 
the ſtrength, reſulting from thence, would be a bene- 
fit, -and not a terror, to this iſland : America would 
then, though independent, be united in heart to Great- 
Britain, inſtead of being, as ſhe is as preſent, inde- 


ndent and united with her enemies. This country, 


even amidſt her moſt cruel actions, aſſured herſelf of 
the return of the antient good humour of America 
| : ang, 
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ever * it may appear, it is moſt certain, this her 


moſt unrelenting war; for, do what you will, it was ſaid; 
pernicious; let time do that which force cannot do; 


obtained by an immediate; clear, and full acknowledg- 


5 Should all difficulties relative to the matter of a 


vill induce it to adopt the only mode of obtaining 


3 
56d; indeed; aſſured herſelf ſo much of it, that; hows 


natural diſpoſition was made uſe of as an encourage- 
ment and provocation to the utmoſt exertions of the 


America would ſtil} look up to, and wiſh to renew, 
her antient connection with this iſland, Let this ſup- 
oſed temper of America be tried in the only way now 
ft; force has been foufid not only ineffectual, but 


let that time of peace and its deſired operations be 


— 
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ment of the independency of America. 


treaty be thus removed, there would ſtill remain dif- 
ficulties relative to the manner of conducting it; as 
government, however, has at length got rid of an 
embarraſſment which had been thought inſuperable, 
and had long checked the proper courſe of buſineſs, 
it cannot be doubted that either wiſdom or neceflity 


peace now left. 


To treat with thoſe who denied, and took up arms 
in oppoſitzon to the authority of Parliament, to treat 
with declared enemies, and, above all, with the . 
lawful and vagrant Aſſembly, the Congreſs, were 
once conſidered ſo contrary to the dignity of govern- 
ment as not to be ſubmitted to. The ſtate 6, things 
has produced a different fenſe in the miniſtry ; the 

| Parliament 
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Parliament has appointed Commiſſioners to treat 
f with that obnoxions body, thinking it was the only 
medium through which peace with America could be 
had. On the ſame principle, another mode muſt 
now be adopted ; we not only want peace with Ame- 
rica, but with France, and the rod of Europe; but 
peace with the one cannot now be had, nor indeed 13 
it worth having, without peace with the other; we 
- muſt now negociate, and 4nat ſoon, or an important 
part of Europe will interfere, and thereby embarraſs 
he negociation with the adjuſtment of new intereſts 
and claims. This can only be affected by an imme: 
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Paris. The propoſition may at firſt ſtartle the people 
of this country, but the ſurpriſe will be ſoon got over; 
if the ſtate of affairs are duly conſidered— Things 
once ſtrange now appear familiar to them Strange, 
however, as this may appear, the only mode of attain- 
ing peace is to conſider and make the American 
Commiſſioners at Paris MEDIATORS between Great- 
Britain and France ; for, though inimical at preſent 
becauſe of che hoſtile diſpoſition of this country, they 


Change, then, your diſpoſition, and theirs will be 
changed ; they will be the friends of Great-Bricain 
in her fallen ſtate, who have oppoſed her in her bout 
bf inſolence; they muſt be conſidered better diſpoſed 
to this people than the hireling miniſter of any foreiga 
ſtate z and, if treated with candour, may be truſted 


accept their mediation. 
| Should 


diate application to the American Commiſſioners at 


have at bottom, as is ſuppoſed, an attachment to it; 


with ſecurity—there is little doubt that France would 
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ers: for, is it. probable that the Cohgrefs ſhould have 


weight and influence of the American 


the fulleſt effect with Congreſs. In the mean while 


Americans having the reality, being complied with, 


$3 
Should it be queſtioned, whether the American 
Commiſſioners at 'Paris have powers ſufficient to ſet- 


tle the ſubſiſt ing differences, the doubt might be ſoon 
cleared up by an immediate application; in the 


mean while it may be preſumed they have ſuch pow- 


enabled. their Commiſſioners to enter into treaties of 
commerce and eventual leagues offenſive and defen- 
five, for the opening a new intercourſe and for the 
carrying on a war, Without enabling theni to conti- 
nue the ancient connection and preventing war: 
There is no reaſon to think their judgment ſo defec- 
tive. Should it, however, prove, on enquiry, they 
have not powers ſufficiently ſatisfactory to conclude 
a perfect treaty, yet no one can be ſo. _— of che 
ommiffloners,' 
as not to imagine their recommendations will have, 


a ſuſpenfion of arms may be obtained in Eu on 
the credit, liberality, and integrity of the terms pro- 
poſed. This is a point of the greateſt conſequence in 
the preſent ſtate of the affairs of Great-Britain, 


This form, and it is now perhaps little elſe, the 


Great-Britain will prevent the impending 'miſchief 
and ruin which the combination of the powers of Eu- 
rope intereſted in the independency of America, will 
otherwiſe bring down upon her; and America will 
obtain the only thing ſhe wants: She warts nothi 
from Europe but peace « which being had, ſhe 80 


( 10 
ſhew herſelf to Europe in general a moſt beneficial 


friend, and to Great-Britain in particular an «ſential 


This will be manifeſt to any one who conſiders the 
nature of the nothern continent of Amefica, and the 
ſtate of Europe; it is not neceſſary here to enter into 
this diſcuſſion. , There is nothing more clear than 


| that ſhe really wants nothing, and can ſupply the 


wants of Europe; this takes away all ground of con- 
tention. between therm. If America ſtands in, need of 

ace to ſettle her governments, Great-Britain, ſtands 
in need of it for the ſupport of her exiſtence; neither, 


therefore, have claims on each other, for the bleſſing 
which is ſo neceſſary to both, but in proportion to 
the greater neceſſity of one or the other. — America, 


however, may perhaps be induced to make ſtipulati- 
ons of great importance to Great- Britain. 


She may agree not to paſs the Cape of Good Hope, 
or go round Cape Horn; ſhe may diſclaim all con- 
rection with Africa, and its accurſed trade; ſhe may 


: engage not only not to poſſeſs ay part of the Weſt. - 


India Iſlands, but guarantee to England her poſſeffi- 
ons there. Theſe are matters of great conſequence 


to this country, but of little moment to America: 
They are of little moment to America, who wants not 
extended and diftant territory; ſhe has herſelſ more 
land, capable of every produce, than can be cultivated 
for ages to come ; ſhe knows the miſchiefs of the India 
trade, and ſhudders at the impiety of the African * 


( : 11 ) ö 
the ſituation, and neceſſity of the INands, will ever 
make them more beneficially dependent on the Con- 
tinent, than the claim and poſſeſſion of unlimited 
power over them ; and their preſent political partiti- 
on among the ſeveral ſtares of Eurape, is more advan- 
tageous to her than their engroſſment by any one 
prince. | 92 


Theſe things are ſuggeſted to ſhew that the ſtipu- 
lations on theſe heads will be obſerved, becauſe the 
F _ _ Continent of America has no real intereſt in the breach 
of them;—a better ground for political faith cannot 
be had: But although the continent of America has 
no real intereſt in the interruption of the preſent 
poſſeſſion of the powers of Europe, yet aftuated by 
the ſpic it of hoſtility, if provoked, ſhe will neceſſarily. 
interfere, and give ſuch diſturbance as to render their 
enjoyment highly precarious at leaſt ; and thereby 
become, from neceſſity, a dangerous enemy, inſtead 
of being a beneficial friend, 


. or bet, Te, IN 


Theſe ſtipulations are well worth the attention of 
the miniſter; but there are, likewiſe, conceſſions, 
which might be made of the greateſt conſequence to 
this country. She may be induced to take a certain 
quantity of her manufaftures, and ſupply her with 


| | = — _ — C- — 
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naval ſtores foracertain numberof years; ſhe mayenter 
into engagements about the fiſheries on her coaſts, 
the importance of which is well known; ſhe might 
diſclaim an interference with, or interruption of, the 
trade to Hudſon's Bay, the full value of which moſt _ 
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are ignorant of; ſhe may, in ſhort, ſecure, by articles 

of pacification and commerce, the moſt profitable 
parts of the Britiſh trade, which will be greatly en- 
dangered by the continuance of the preſent war. But 
let it be remembered that theſe articles, "ſtipulations 
and conceſſions, muſt be ſubſequent to, and not on 
condition of, the acknowledgment of independency : 
The prior acknowledgment is necefſary. to give 
validity and an obligatory force to the mutual en- 
Exements of the two countries, which, without it, 
_—_ in ſome future hour of chicane be much queſ- 
tioned. | 


But, that this and other important matters may be 
gained, the application ought to be immediate and 
The delay of doing what was right has in- 
creaſed the public miſchief, and daily embarraſſes 
the progreſa of peace; it brought on the American 
declaration of independency, and the French gua- 
rantee, and war, in ſupport of it. A farther delay 
will produce other fatal conſequences. No one can 
doubt the part which Spain will take, who knows the 
art ſhe has already taken. That Portugal will fol- 
(oY the dictates of Spain, now ſhe is thrown into her 
arms by the inability of England to protect her, is 


perhaps certain ; her. intereſt, and her inclination, 
concur with the preſent neceſſity ; Will the Dutch 
ſtand out when the Americans ſhall declare, and the 
declaration, if not already made, may be expected 
ſoon, © they will not trade with any powers that 
* ſhall nor acknowledge her independency 5 
| utc 
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Dutch, againft whom the act of navigatſon was le- 
yelled, will rejoice at its ſubſtantial repeal, and eaget- 


ly enjoy the freedom of the ſea, and of commerce, 


on the terms propoſed. Should Great- Britain come 
into the neceſſary meaſu re after theſe powers, ſhe, will 
do it with ſo ill a grace, that her merit will be ſmall 


indeed. 


2 Lo 


But, above all, the application ought to be open; 


it ought to be ſincere and candid in itſelf, and with- 


out diſguiſe or myſtery in the making. The former 


applications, either of a public or private nature, 
have been defective on this head; there has been de- 
ceit, at leaſt it appears ſo to the Americans, in the 
matter and manner of them. If application is now 
made to the Commiſſioners at Paris, all under- hand 
dealings muſt. be omitted, becauſe they cannot have 


the deſired effect; it is the attempt I would guard. 


againſt, for the practice of artifice cannot ſucceed. 
By the nature of the government of France, few 


things done in that country can be kept ſecret; a - 


negottation with America can by no means be con- 
cealed ; it is the particular intereſt and hanar of the 
American Commiſſioners at Paris to difcover to the 
French Court all ſuch applications from Britain 3 
private attempts will, as the preceeding ones have 


done, turn againſt the miniſter ; they will give the 


Americans, as they have in all matters fince the 16th 
of December laſt, much advantage in negotiation ; it 
will give them the merit of diſcovering to the French 
miniſter how much they are courted by the Engliſh 
- ' govern: 

p 1 


the 


Great-Britain and America. 
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gdovernment, and, by conſequence, induce him to 
court them more. k | = 


Not a ſingle attempt to gain che Americans has 
yet ſucceeded, becauſe candour was wanting; the at- 


tempts were treacherous in themſelves, and ſuſpici- 
ous in their manner. Men of all denominations and 


characters have been ſent, ſome of whom, under the 


maſk of friendſhip, have entered into the deepeſt po- 


Irical diſcuſſions They were ſent for that purpoſe, - 


whatever their oſtenſible pretences were to the con- 
trary—they loſt their errand ; they were conſidered 
as the tools of the miniſter, and not as the unreſerved, 


undeſigning and confidential friends of the ſocial 
hour; they played their parts, and were perhaps 


deſervedly played upon. 


But whatever they were, they were ſuited to the 
buſineſs they were ſent on. The buſineſs muſt now 
have another complexion, and, by conſequence, agents 
of a different diſpoſition. If the terms of accommo- 
dation are candid and liberal, as the times require, 
agents need not be men of noted learning, or po- 
litical abilities; depend more on the matter which is 


to be offered, than on the man who delivers it. In 


truth, no men is wanted that anſwers only to the cha- 
rafter of an agent; a faithful meſſenger will do the 


| buſineſs much better; the times want not the adroit- 


neſs of a politician, but the ſimplicity and good in- 
tentions of a common man, for the happineſs of 


Conſider 
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© © Confider what the public and parliamentary Com- 


mifſioners have done in America; their ſucceſs is now 
fully krown : They are men of rank, note and con- 


fidence, of various qualities and abilities; but, What- 
ever rank, rote, confidence, qualities and abilities 
they may have, they are by nd means the men pro- 
per to have been ſent : One of them, in NR 


who has ſtepped forward moſt bufily in the commi 


ſion, ſees to betray it; he is abuſive of thoſe who 2 
have employed him, for their inſolence; and moſt 


Aattering to the great qualities of his enemies, who, 


have oppoſed his country; he apparently jnſtifies the 


one, and condemns the other, for all their 8 
7 


ings ; and, inſtead of a Commiſſioner of the King of 
Great Britain, paid an enormous falary for the dif- 


charge of a public employment, he wifhes to become. 
the curious and wondering traveller, and no more; 
If more is intended by this abuſe, flattery and curiofi- 
ty, it is ſuch an unworthy piece of buſineſs, as would 
warrant any one's imputing the failure of the com- 


mifſion to the choice of him and his coadjutors, if 
there was not in the commiſſion itſelf an internal vice 
and cauſe of defeat. 


In ſhort, it is not by ſuch means this country can 


be ſaved from the ruin which the American diſpute 


is likely to bring upon it. 


The terms of accomodation ought to do their own. 
buſineſs; they ought to be ſo good as to recommend 
themſelves ; they will do it, if they are ſuited to the 
times. | 


The 


— 2 — 


1 


3 . 
8 . 4 
WE 1 a. . 
* = © — —Ü'2kA—— ᷣ — — — — — - 


Ae 8: 3 


The American treaty, at Verſailles the 6th 
ef February, was ſuppoſed here not to be perfect un- 
til ratified by the people of America, and therefore 
the Engliſh Commiſſioners, arriving in the country 
before that event, would eaſily ſet the whole aſide 
by the offers of Parliament. The French King 
knew better; he well knew his offers were ſuch as 
inſured to themſelves the approbation of America 
he waited not for the return of the ratification ; he 
took his meaſures as if every thing was concluded, 
The event has juſtified his judgment. 


Notwithſtanding what has been, and might be; 
ſaid to induce a full and direct acknowledgment of 
the independency of America, and an immediate and 
m application to the Commiſſioners at Paris, there 
are, perhaps, thoſe who think it will be more for the 
intereſt and honour of the kingdom, to ſue for peace 
Wa private manner in the cloſet of the miniſters of 
c ü 


The object of this mode of application is to avoid 
if poſſible, the acknowledgment of the American in- 
dependency ; for it is thought there can be no ſa- 
crifice, however great, which may and ought not to 
be made for the recovery of the real, or at leaſt the 
nominal, ſovereignty of the country : They. who are 
of this opinion will go great lengths ; they will per- 
haps offer Canada to France, acknowledge her right, 


{ and give her freſh means of cartying on to advantage 
the Fiſheries on the Banks of Newfoundland. 2 
| confirm 
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ton firm her in the ſtipulated part of the American 
commerce. Theſe and ſuch like terms may perhaps, 
after the diſtribution of a quantity of gold, be liſten- 
ed to by ſome ; whether they will meet with a ge- 
neral approbation, and be accepted of by the govern- 
ment of France, will depend upon its ſenſe of their 
advantage to the ſtate, | 


France will conſider; in the firſt place, whether 
the independence of America is not of more conſe- 
quence by its actual benefit to her, and miſchief to 


ber natural enemy, than the fulleſt enjoyment of 


theſe terms ; whether it is not more for her intereſt 
to accept them from America; whether America has 
rot as much right to offer, and more power to make 
them gocd ;, and, whether America cannot always 
offer better terms than Gieat- Britain. 


— 


There are many other conſiderations, which will 


naturally luggeſt themſelves to the councils of 


France; it will, however, be well worth while to fix 
our attention upon the laſt, as it may perhaps pro- 
duce molt ſerious confequences to this country. 


The breaking through the antient ſyſtem of Colo- 
rial government compelled an interruption of com- 
mercial connection; the inforcement of the new a- 
dopted meaſures, by the utmolt exertions of war, 


abliged the An ericans to take up arms in ſelf de- 


fence; the c thod of conducting that war made the 


declaration ot independency neceflary; the applica- 
\ CG 5 3 
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may give another turn to the treaty. 


3 
tions to the powers of Europe to concur i their ſab- 
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jection, made the treaty of alliance with France, una- 
voidable ; in ſhort, freſh inſtances of an unrelenting 
pofition towards them did, and will, produce freſh; 


inſtances of diſguſt and retorted miſchief. There is 


not one of theſe terms, which America, being too 
much urged, will not offer and cannot make good ; 

but ſhe may do more: In particular, ſeeing the in- 
veteracy of the times, and that, after ſuch an appli- 


cation, there is no farther hopes of accommodation, 
ne may be induced, and indeed compelled, to take 
a ſtep moſt fatal to this country; ſhe may forbid the 
entrance of the Britiſh flag into her ports; ſhe may 
exclude all Britiſh bottoms from her commerce, and 


lay treble duties on the importation of Britiſh comp 


The idea of excluding the ifland of Great. Britain 
from the commerce of the continent of America will 
be pleaſing to all the powers of Europe. They will 
rejoice at ſuch a ſignal deſtruction of an envied mo- 
noply ; and perhaps confider it, infultingly, as an act 
of juſtice, that bat ſhould be the only ftate excluded 


from the coaſts of America, which, arrogating the 


whole to itſelf, had excluded the reſt of mankind, 


There is nothing excluſive in the original treaty of 
commerce and alliance between France and America ; 
this country was candidly told ſo, and thereby an 
hint given, what might be. The 2 of affairs 
he _ 
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the contention is continued, and the more violently 
it is preſſed, the more will the affections of America 
be alienated from England, and the mare firmly will 
they be fixed on France. | | 
Nothing can be more abſurd, dangerous and fruit- 
leſs, than am endeavour to procure an eſtabliſhment 
of the former ſovereignty by the means of France; 
it is the intereſt of France, that you ſhould bave nei- 
ther the former ſovereignty nor peace : The indepen- 
dence of America is of more value to her than o | 
thing this country can offer; it ſecures every effect 
and benefit of the moſt humble conceſſions, and does 
every poſſible miſchief to her rival and avowed ene- 
my. The miniſter, therefore, may depend on it, ſhe 
will fide with America, who hath firmly withſtood 
the various public and private applications to with- 
draw herſelf from her engagement ;—it is both the 
inclination and intereſt, and, after what has paſſed, 
the honor of France to conſider her alliance ſacred 
_ "and inviolable. | | 


Should the offers of the miniſter be as conſidera - 
ble, or more ſo than what has been ſuggeſted, refle& 
on the conſequences—they muſt be ſo conſiderable 
as to enable France to proſecute her ſchemes with 
greater certainty in future, or elſe ſhe will certainly 
not forego her preſent adyantage; they will be ſo 
great 28 to give that court ſuſpicions that they are 
only offered at this time to gain a ſovereignty, and 
former connexion, by which the force of America 


may 


* 
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may be deſpotically collected, or artfully turned 
aguinſt her by the ſpecious ſhew of moderation, 


| Nothing is more common than to hear of the infj- 


diouſneſs of France; it has been, and ever will be, 


the conſtant topic of declamation of the good people 
of this country; but whilſt it is ſo, We cannot but 
wonder that a private treaty ſhould be entered into, 
and that ſuch treaty ſhould tend to enable that ver 


a ry to be more inſidious, and ſhould be entered 
nto immediately after the Commiſſioners of the King 


and Parliament - of Great- Britain had demanded of 


the Congreſs—** Whether they could depend on the 


word and confidence of that court, whoſe in/idious 


- <<" enterpoſition had, from the ſettlement of the colonies, 


* been atluated with enmity to both ?”— J he miniſters 


moſt ſurely appear very ſimple, or very inſidious _ 
-  thetnſelves, who can negotiate with ſuch a power in 
Preference to thoſe, of whom they have no real cauſe 


of diſtruſt. # 


No one will put much faith in the Princes of any 
county. Nc that truſts to any thing, but the ope- 
ration of their intereſt, is a poor politician z and he 
that complains of deceit, where there is an intereſt to 
deceive, will ever be conſidered as a fool. But if he 


does complain, let him be careful to avoid the juſtice 


ot-a ſimilar accuſation. France probably laughs at 
the charge of inſidiouſneſs, brought againſt her by 
the court of Great Britain: When it was brought, 
ungracioufly Lrought, at the beginning of theſe 2 
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bles, againſt America, it excited pity: America: 
en who only felt an emotion, mixed with ſor- 


row and d 


i[dain, when ſhe thought herſelf calumni- 


' ated, expreſſed lately the greateſt indignation when 


the inſidiouſneſs of France was in/dioufly alluded g. 
To America, the conduct of France appears main 


nimous and. liberal ; her offers are at the leaft appa® 
rently fair and equal to her withes ; in keeping ta 


this appearance there is much. political wiſdom : But 
when Great-Britain offers to America every thing 
but independence, ſhe ſhews the exttieme folly of 
inſidiouſneſs; ſhe gives every thing, only to gain the right 


and power of r tiratting every thing, 


Let Great Britain then vonder whether it is not, 
and ever muſt be, the intereſt of France ta ſupport 


the independence of Amrrica; ſuch conſideration 


will ſhew the folly of treating with that, power to be- 
tray it, that no offers are ſufficient to obtain her for- 
bearance, but that {Le will either directly or indirect- 
+ 

. 25 the Americans in their oppoſition, and incit= 
ing other nations to hold up their forbearance like- 
wile as worthy of purchaſe. 


But the particular incitement of France againſt 
this country is not neceſſary ; the very precedent is 
of itſelf ſufficient to ſuggeſt to other foreign ſtates the 
part to be taken in the preſent circumſtances : The 


purchaſe of peace is a dangerous expedient; it ſtirs 
up treſh oppoſition, and opens the door to future 
miſchief. 


ſue her great and permanent intereſt, by ſup- 


CY 
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hifchief. Should the direct or indire& forbearance. 


of France be actually obtained, it will perhaps be 
vonſidered as a great point Carried; for her counte- 


nance and ſupport, alone, are ſufficient to enable A- 
merica to ſet the power of this iſland, even in its mat 


Fewriſhing condition, at defiance ; But there is hardly a 
Prince in Europe, whoſe aſſiſtance is not ſufficient to 


determine the die in the preſent tate of Britiſh affairs; 
and there is not one of them who is not ſenſible of his 
temporary and comparative ſtrength. Should France, 
therefore, be quieted, freſh adverſaries and freſh 
claims will ariſe in every quarter ; every petty Prince 
having an intereſt in the 1 dency of America, 
will expect a ſatisfaction for giving up his pretences 
and intereſt : Some may be ſatisfied with a little j but 
others of great rank, power, and enmity to this 
country, will make important demands; may make 
ſuch as will be eventual ſacrifices of its honour and in- 
tereſt, and which, nevertheleſs, in the preſent ſituati- 
on of affairs, cannot either in policy or commog pru- 
dence be refuſed. Is it neceflary to allude to Spain? 
If the forbearance of France is to be purchaſed on the 
terms ſuggeſted by ſome, Gibraltar and Jamaica will 
be moderate prices for the purchaſe of peace with 
Spain. With re to the Dutch, there can be no 


terms offered in ſatisfaction for their loſs of the Ame- 


rican commerce, by the re-eftabliſhment of the for- 
mer ſovereignty ; for the Dutch value trade above 
all things. / 


In mort, it is i ible for Great- Britain to re- 
B recovet 


( us 
zecover her former ſovereignty by any treaty with the 
powers of Europe ; for all are intereſted in the inde- 
ndency of America. If ſhe had the means of gain- 


ing their preſent acquieſcence and forbearance, and 
of ſatisfying their ſeveral pretences by the moſt fate l 


*facrifices, yet her ſuperiority over America would not 


be recovered ; nor, what is of more conſequence at 
this juncture, would her peace be reſtored. Ame. 


rica is now of herſelf ſufficiently able to baffle every 


hoſtile attempt; neither dread nor deſpair will ever 
induce a ſubmiſſion. Hear her moſt ſolemn deter- 
mination ; the Parliamentary Commiſſioners heard 
it to their confuſion, 


To ſuppoſe their minds leis firm at the preſent 


hour than they were when deſtitute of all foreign 


nid, even without the expectation of an alliance, 
* when upon a day of public faſting and humiliati- 
* on, in their houſe of worſhip, and in the preſence 


* of God, they reſolved To hold no conference or treaty 


* with any Commiſſioners on the part of Great- Britain, 
„ unleſs they ſhould, as a preliminary thereto, either with- 
* draw their fleets and armies, or in paſitive and expreſs 
% terms acknowledge ihe independency of the State. 
* would be highly irrational Sooner than do it, 
% they would commence treaties weſtward of yon» 
der mountain.” 
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